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hidden by a thick crust of rose-colored
crystals like a pavement of marble. A
third exhibits a compactness of salt, in
which glitter here and there pools of water
situated more than a yard below the level
of the sea. Lastly, another has lost by
means of evaporation all the water which
once filled it, and the strata of salt which
carpets its bed are partly covered by
sand."

The Dead Sea is a yet more famous lake,
famous both because of its salinity and
because of the depth of its surface below
sea-level. It lies no less than 1290 feet
below the level of the Mediterranean, and

the predominant salt is not chloride of
sodium, or common salt, as in the case of
the Caspian Sea, but chloride of magne-
sium. It has 15.9 per cent of chloride oi
magnesium, and only 3.6 per cent of sodium
chloride. It is probably the large percentage
of magnesium chloride that renders the
water so destructive to life. Though the
Dead Sea must at one time have ap-
proached the Red Sea, it is unlikely that it
communicated with it, since no trace of
iodine is found in the water of the latter,
and the foraminifera in the mud of the
former do not belong to Red Sea species.
To the west of the Caspian lies Lake

THE  DEAD  SEA,   WHICH  IS  GRADUALLY INCREASING  IN  DEPTH

is fed by the Jordan, which enters at its
north end and finds no exit. The sea now
covers an area of only 460 square miles,
but there are layers of marl and beds of
salt on the slopes surrounding it, and it
is probable that at one time it stretched
from the foot of Lebanon to the north of
the Red Sea. The lake well deserves the
adjective "dead", for no fish live in its
waters, and no vegetation grows on its
banks. Its salinity is much greater than
the salinity of the Caspian Sea, and eight
or nine times as great as the salinity of the
ocean and its salt content differs greatly
from the salt content of the ocean. It
contains about 26 per cent of salts, but

Elton, a very saline lake, whose bed con-
sists of layers of salt constantly thickening
from year to year. In summer, when evap-
oration is rapid and the lake diminishes in
size, its shores look like immense, glisten-
ing snowfields.

In the northwestern part of Utah lies
the Great Salt Lake with an area of about
2000 square miles and an average depth
of 20 feet. The water is extremely salty,
resembling ocean water in composition
but nearly six times as dense, containing
about 18 per cent of solids. According to
Gilbert the lake holds about 400,000,000
tons of sodium chloride, common salt,
and 30,000,000 tons of sodium sulphate.